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What are the learning options for my child for the 2020/2021 School Year 

Families may choose between the STGRSD Hybrid On-Campus Learning Continuum 

and the STGRSD Online Full Remote Learning options.  

 

When do I have to make a decision about what learning option I will choose for my 

child? 

So that transportation, schedules and technology needs can be identified and ready for 

the first day of school, families must complete an enrollment selection form for each 

student by August 15, 2020.  

 

Can I switch between STGRSD Hybrid On-Campus learning and STGRSD Online Full 

Remote learning? 

Family selection of their learning model is a commitment for the first semester of the 

2020/2021 school year, which ends on January 29, 2021. Switching models outside of 

this time will be at the discretion of the school and/or District administration.  

 

STGRSD On-Campus Hybrid Learning Continuum 

If I select STGRSD On-Campus Hybrid Learning Continuum, what will the schedule 

be like for students in grades PreK-4? 

 Students in grades PreK-4 will attend on-campus every day: 

Full day: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

½ student day: Wednesday 

 

If I select STGRSD On-Campus Hybrid Learning Continuum, what will the schedule 

be like for students in grades 5-12? 

Cohort A will attend on-campus on Monday and Tuesday while Cohort B participates 

remotely. Wednesday will be a remote learning day for all to allow for deep cleaning. 

Cohort B will attend on-campus on Thursday and Friday while Cohort A participates 

remotely. 

 

Will students in the same household be on the same schedule if hybrid? 

Yes, students from the same household, who attend in-person two days per week, will 

be on the same schedule. 
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Would classes be live streamed in hybrid model?  

The Hybrid model would combine live stream, break out rooms, small group 

instruction, computerized instruction, self-directed learning, and individual 

assignments. All these elements would be employed by the teacher based on the 

objective of the lesson and the needs of the students.  

 

If we are operating in a hybrid model, will the classroom teacher be responsible for 

students in class and at home? 

In grades 7-12, the classroom teacher will be responsible for the students both in class 

and at home. In grades 5-6, teachers will teach in teams of two in-person teachers and 

one remote teacher who will work together to deliver the same instruction each day. 

More information can be found in the school specific plans presented at the August 5, 

2020 School Committee meeting. That presentation is available on our website. 

 

How will we catch students up from lost learning? 

The educational priority is access to high quality instruction on grade level standards. 

Teachers will diagnose students for gaps in skills needed to access grade level content 

at the beginning of each curriculum unit and provide instruction on prerequisite skills 

in proximity with the grade level standards of that unit. We refer to this as “just in 

time” teaching rather than “just in case” remediation that can further widen skills 

gaps. 

 

How will students continue their learning if they are required to self-quarantine? 

Quarantined students will be able to join the remote learning cohort for the duration 

of their time away. 

 

Who decides when and how we move from one model of instruction to another? 

The local board of health in consultation with District leaders. 

 

Are teachers receiving Professional Development on remote teaching? 

Yes. The Commissioner of Education has provided schools with 10 days at the 

beginning of the school year for professional learning centered on social emotional 

learning, remote learning, and safety protocols. 

 

Will there be more consistent expectations for what teachers need to do? 

Yes. Teachers will be required to teach for the length of a regular school day, whether 

remotely or in-person. Best practices for remote learning will be a focus of 

professional development and an expectation for all. 

 

Will there be physical time for students (e.g. PE, recess)?   

Outside space will be used for PE and recess, weather permitting. 
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Will water bottles/ snack be allowed in class?   

Yes, water bottles and snack will be allowed in class. 

 

Will there be specials/encore? If so, what will that be like?    

Students will participate in specials/encore during an approximate 5 week cycle. At 

Woodland School and Powder Mill School specials will take place in the student’s 

classroom. Curriculum modifications will be made as needed to accommodate safety 

protocols.  

 

Where will students eat lunch?  

Students will eat in the classroom or outside.  

 

Will there be orientations for students new to a school?  

The District is looking at a phased reopening which will allow small numbers of 

students at each grade to experience the return to school. Essentially this will be an 

orientation for all students not just those attending a new school.  

 

Will there be extracurricular clubs remotely to promote social interaction?   

While clubs will not be an initial focus for the fall, once systems are in place and the 

remote learning platforms are functioning then we will want to bring back as much of 

what makes school fun as we can.  

 

Will there be fall sports? 

We are still waiting for information about fall sports. 

 

Will there be field trips?   

There are no immediate plans for in person field trips. Virtual field trips will be 

explored. 

 

Will there be DLEs? 

There will be no in-person DLEs until the CDC and DESE guidance changes. 

 

STGRSD Online Full Remote Learning  

If I select STGRSD Online Full Remote Learning for my child, is this an STGRSD 

program or a State Virtual Academy? Who will be their teacher?  

STGRSD Online Full Remote learning will be taught by STGRSD teachers, using 

STGRSD curriculum. Initially it was indicated that a State Virtual Academy would be 

utilized but the model was adjusted effective August 5, 2020. 

 

Will remote instruction be synchronous and will students be required to participate?  

Students are required to participate in remote learning. Attendance will be taken and 

grades assigned. Instruction will be a blend of synchronous and asynchronous lessons 

and assignments comprising the length of a regular school day. 
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If I select full remote instruction for my child, can they still participate in 

extracurricular activities? 

Students selecting the STGRSD Online Remote Learning are still registered with the 

Southwick-Tolland-Granville Regional School District and therefore able to 

participate in extracurricular activities should they be offered.  

 

What is the difference between remote learning and homeschooling? 

Remote learning means learning provided by the school district that happens outside 

of the traditional classroom because the student and teacher are separated by distance. 

Homeschooling is a type of private education provided by the parents, or someone 

else not connected with the school. For a child of compulsory school age, the 

homeschooling program must be approved in advance by the superintendent and 

school committee by submitting a Notice of Intent to Pursue a Program of Home 

Education form to the central office by August 15. 

 

Technology 

Will students be provided with laptops for remote and hybrid learning? 

The goal is for all students in grades 3-12 to have access to a laptop. We have run into 

some supply chain issues, and delivery has been delayed. We are currently working 

on an alternate plan to tide us over until delivery. 

 

Will there be parent training on Microsoft 365? 

Yes. We will be posting tutorial videos on the district website, and if there is interest 

will host virtual Family Academies to assist with learning new technology. 

 

Addressing Student Needs 

How will IEP/504 services including OT, PT, SLP, etc. be provided? 

This will be decided on a case by case basis by the IEP/504 team. 

 

How will we meet the increased social-emotional needs of students? 

The district continues to work closely with James Levine & Associates on developing 

trauma informed best practices. We will screen students for social and emotional 

needs as they return. Teachers will be embedding social emotional supports into their 

instruction, and school adjustment counselors will be available for additional supports 

as needed. 

 

Transportation 

Will siblings be allowed to sit together on the bus? 

Yes, depending on the ability to social distance from other students on the bus. More 

information can be found here, item 2. 

 

 

https://mailchi.mp/doe.mass.edu/commissioners-weekly-update-7-27-20-additional-staff-training-days-latest-guidance-transitioning-young-children-back-to-school
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How many students are allowed on the bus and what are the safety requirements? 

DESE guidance on transportation can be found here, item 2. 

 

Will hours be the same or will different grades arrive/depart at different times?  

Part of the family enrollment selection is identification of students requiring 

transportation. Once that enrollment period is closed, the transportation department 

will be able to accurately assess need and develop routes. Pick up and drop off is 

anticipated be different at each site because of the unique challenges presented by the 

school’s physical set up. If times are staggered to accommodate arrival and departure 

they will be staggered by last name not grade so that families will not be on different 

schedules.  

 

What are the parent/bus pick up and drop off procedures?  

Information on pick up and drop of procedures will be forthcoming once we have a 

better idea of how many students will utilize District transportation. Each school will 

review their current procedures and make changes to accommodate social distancing 

guidelines.  

 

Safety Protocols 

What will happen if a student or staff member tests positive for COVID-19? 

The District will follow the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education’s protocols for responding to COVID-19 scenarios in school, on the bus, or 

in community settings found here, item 2. 

 

Will students’ temperatures be checked when they get on the bus or arrive at school? 

No. Families are required to monitor students’ symptoms each morning before 

sending students in to school. 

 

Will staff and students be required to take a COVID-19 test as a baseline before the 

first day of school? 

No. The District will follow the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education’s protocols for responding to COVID-19 scenarios in school, on 

the bus, or in community settings found here, item 2. 

 

What are the protocols for transitions at Woodland? Will students be required to wear 

a mask if they are out of their classrooms? 

Students in grade 2 must wear a mask at all times. Students in PK-1 must wear a 

mask on the school bus, and are strongly encouraged to wear a mask in the school. 

 

 

 

 

https://mailchi.mp/doe.mass.edu/commissioners-weekly-update-7-27-20-additional-staff-training-days-latest-guidance-transitioning-young-children-back-to-school
https://mailchi.mp/doe.mass.edu/commissioners-weekly-update-7-20-20-cvrf-grant-covid-19-protocolstwo-step-process-for-fall-reopening-plans?e=e54ceaa84bv
https://mailchi.mp/doe.mass.edu/commissioners-weekly-update-7-20-20-cvrf-grant-covid-19-protocolstwo-step-process-for-fall-reopening-plans?e=e54ceaa84bv
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How much time in a school day will be used for new safety protocols including mask 

breaks?  

Adjustments will be made to the daily schedule to accommodate mask breaks and an 

increased amount of time outdoors for students. Sample schedules are available in the 

school specific plans presented at the August 5, 2020 School Committee meeting. 

That presentation is available on our website. 

 

What accommodations to the mask requirement will be made for students with asthma 

or other medical conditions that prevent mask wearing?  

School Nurses will work with with officials from the Southwick Department of 

Public Health will determine accommodations for individual students based on the 

students' needs and in conjunction with healthcare providers.  

 

How will students on the second floor of Powder Mill School wear masks all day during 

the high temperatures typically experienced in the first few weeks of school? 

We will not use these spaces for students. Other spaces on the first floor will be 

repurposed for sixth grade classrooms. 

 

What are the cleaning protocols for disinfecting surfaces? 

Information about cleaning protocols can be found in DESE’s Facilities and 

Operations Guidance here, item 2. More information can also be found in the 

Facilities & Operations for School Reopening presented at the August 5, 2020 School 

Committee meeting. That presentation is available on our website.  

 

How will we manage fire drills, lock down drills, etc.?  

We will work with the Southwick fire and police departments to update safety 

protocols for fire drills and lock down drills to maintain social distancing. 

 

Students Living Beyond District Boundaries 

My student attends STGRSD via the METCO program or school choice. Are they 

eligible to select between the STGRSD Hybrid Learning Continuum and STGRSD 

Online Full Remote Learning? 

Yes, students attending via METCO and approved for school choice are eligible to make 

the same selections as resident students.  

 

My student attends STGRSD via the METCO program. What schedule will they follow 

if selecting the STGRSD Hybrid Learning Continuum? Are they eligible for 

Transportation?  

Students enrolled via the METCO program in grades K-4 will attend school every day. 

Students enrolled via the METCO program in grades 5-12 will follow the same schedule 

as Cohort B. 

They will receive transportation on these days. 

 

https://mailchi.mp/doe.mass.edu/commissioners-weekly-update-7-27-20-additional-staff-training-days-latest-guidance-transitioning-young-children-back-to-school
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My student attends STGRSD via the School Choice Program. What schedule will they 

follow if selecting the STGRSD Hybrid Learning Continuum? 

School choice students will follow the same schedule as their peers who reside in 

Southwick.  

 


